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Rebecca Frey
Remedial Project Manager
Office of Superfund
U.S. EPA
Region 5 - HSRL-6J
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604-3590

Re: Public Comment - Residential Site,
West Chicago, Illinois - Final Remedial
Investigation Report and Proposed Plan

Dear Ms. Frey:

This public comment is submitted on behalf of the City and residents of West
Chicago with respect to the U.S. EPA's Final Remedial Investigation Report and
Proposed Plan for the Residential Site. Based on the most recently published Fact Sheet
on the Residential Site, we understand that the public comment period for the above-
referenced documents runs to August 11, 2003. Therefore this comment must be
considered to have been submitted in a timely manner.

The Proposed Plan presents the U.S. EPA determination that no further response
action is needed for the Residential Sites once the ongoing removal action is completed.
It is our understanding, that completion of the removal action will entail not only
completion of the activities at the six to nine remaining identified properties, but also a
resolution on any questions as to the adequacy of the mid-1980's clean up. That earlier
clean up reflected a different standard than the 7.2 pCi/gram total radium standard
used for the ongoing removal action. Therefore a question exists as to whether any of
the properties subject to the prior clean up require additional work to make sure that
the 7.2 pCi/gram standard has been met. It is our understanding that resolution of that
question, as well as any supplemental work that is required will be completed as part of
the ongoing removal action before the no further action decision becomes effective.
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In the Final Remedial Investigation Report, the Agency used a partition co-
efficient (kd) of 250 which was derived from a literature source. It is our understanding
that Agency policy for risk assessments is generally to use measured kd values or to
rely on default values, in this instance, RESRAD defaults. As a general matter,
measured or appropriate defaults should be incorporated in risk evaluations as
provided in Agency guidance. Because the literature value used is virtually identical to
the measured kd value, in this instance, there is no need to change from the kd value
used.

West Chicago and its residents have been intimately involved in the
implementation of the removal action throughout the community. We are very pleased
with and thankful for the U.S. EPA's management of this complex action over the past
several years, and are especially pleased to be nearing a no further action
determination. We wholeheartedly support that no further action approach once the
ongoing removal activities are completed as presented in the Proposed Plan.

Very truly,

Joseph V. Karaganis
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